[Concomitant labyrinthitis].
The principal pathogenetic mechanism of labyrinthopaty development after traumas and operations lies in autoimmune inflammation of the contralateral ear similar to sympathetic inflammation of the eye. By analogy with sympathetic ophthalmitis, a term <<concomitant labyrinthitis>> is proposed. Due to selective permeability of selective membranes, immune system has no connection with <<extrabarrier>> organs. These organs and tissues are isolated from the key sourse of immunity -- blood. Autotolerance to them is absent and their proteins are autoantigens. In destruction of hemato-labyrinthine barrier these autoantigens can reach lymphoid organs and provoke immune response inducing a cytotoxic action in relation to both the affected and the contralateral labyrinth. Besides pathology of the affected labyrinth, clinical picture of labyrinthopathy is caused by autoimmune labyrinthitis of the contralateral ear whereas in <<dead>> labyrinthitis of the affected ear - slow-progressive autoimmune concomitant labyrinthitis. Case reports are presented.